^Power of Speech in the Confessors

but. Cave observes, from his tone of writing, that he
was no real believer in it, nay, preferred the old
Paganism, though he despised its rites and fables.m
He wrote the-History of the Persian, Vandalic, and-
Gothic War, of which Gibbon speaks in the following
terms: " His facts are collected from the personal
experience and free conversation of a soldier, a states-
man, and a traveller; his style continually aspires,
and often attains, to the merit of strength and ele-
gance ; his reflections, more especially in the speeches
which he too frequently inserts, contain a rich fund of
political knowledge; and the historian, excited by the
generous ambition of pleasing and instructing pos-
terity, appears to disdain the prejudices of the people
- and the flattery of courts."" Such is Procopius, and
thus he speaks on the subject of this stupendous mi-
racle : " Hunneric became the most savage and ini-
quitous of men towards the African Christians. For,
forcing them to Arianize, whomever he found unwill-
ing to comply, he burnt and otherwise put to death.
And of many he cut out the tongue as low down as
the throat,0 who, even as late as my time, were alive
in Byzantium, and talked without any impediment,
feeling no effects whatever of the punishment. But
two of them, having allowed* themselves to hold con-
verse with abandoned women, ceased to speak." P
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